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An Introduction
to the Report

| am delighted to see that 2021 brought more
opportunities for communities nationwide to unlock
their creative potential. | was pleased, through support
from my government colleague Minister Michael
McGrath,

to significantly increase my department’s funding to
Creative Ireland. And great things have followed this
investment during 2021.

In the first initiative of its kind in Europe, Minister

Eamon Ryan and | launched Creative Climate Action. This
initiative is supporting fifteen community-based creative,
cultural and artistic projects that build awareness around
climate change and, importantly, empowers citizens to
make meaningful behavioural changes.

| was particularly pleased that the increased funding
possible from my department, alongside funding from
my colleague Minister Darragh O’Brien, enabled our key
delivery partnersin the 31 local authorities to deliver
over 850 Creative Communityinitiatives. The valuable
work of their Creative Ireland Coordinators and the

31 Culture and Creativity Teams saw more than 600
additional creative projects for children and young
people delivered through our flagship national day of
free creativity, Cruinniti na nOg. In what was another
challenging and tragic year for so many, | welcomed the
opportunity to launch another important and timely
collaboration with the Irish Hospice Foundation to
support bereavement and memorialisation in
community settings nationwide.

Taoiseach Micheal Martin very graciously opened the
National Creative Youth Conferencein Dublin Castle
while Minister Norma Foley, Minister Roderic O’Gorman
and | chart a future for Creative Youth.

The Creative Ireland Programme continues to reinforce
this government’s belief in the value of arts, culture and
creativity to individual, community and societal health
and wellbeing. | commend my cabinet colleagues for
their commitment to and support for this endeavour,
and | invite you all to join us on this journey.

Catherine Martin TD

Minister for Tourism, Culture,
Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media



Minister Catherine Martin TD and Mathew Hurrel O'Connor
Cruinnitina nOglaunch 2022, Image by Mark Stedman



estimated individuals involved
in the creative sector received
funding through the Creative
Ireland Programme

invested in creative health
and wellbeing projects

schools reached by Creative

Youth initiatives

provided for Creative
Climate Action projects

teachers reached by Creative
Youth CPD initiatives

was provided to the 31 local
authorities to deliver nearly 1,500

community-led creative projects
including 637 Cruinniud na

nOg projects

invested in 224 creative
heritage projects
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2021 Creative
Communities

Creative Communities continued to work collaboratively
deploying creativity as a strategy for wellbeing, social
cohesion, and economic success. Significant investment
during 2021 in local communities, through partnership
with local authorities, delivered across key policy areas
such as climate action, enterprise, tourism, youth, urban,
rural and community development, and community
health and wellbeing.

The continuing innovation and value of this agile
national-local Creative Communities partnership has
been further evidenced during 2021. Alongside core
programming, local authorities also mobilised creative
initiatives

to support older people during COVID-19 as well as
enabling local communities engage with the need for
climate action.

Examples of Creative Community Projects:

The Borris Lace by Post project focused on rediscovering
the lacemaking tradition of South Carlow. Isolating older
people from the foothills of the Blackstairs Mountains
participated in this unique sixmonth project that
culminated in an exhibition in the Laundry Room

of Borris Castle in December.

In DUn Laoghaire-Rathdown author Debbie Thomas
led a series of writing workshops for young people
to explore prejudice in a fun, creative way, in order
to build acceptance, find common ground and
celebrate difference.

The First Draft Festival in Leitrim gave aspiring
playwrights a chance to workshop their completed
first draft with professional theatre companies, and
enter a live competition to have their completed
script produced at the Glens Centre.
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Yarns, Creative Ireland Donegal.
Image by Charlie Joe Dohert
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Creative Youth

2021 was a very important and significant year for
Creative Youth. Through the Creative Ireland
Programme, government departments, agencies and
organisations across the community and voluntary
sector collaborated to deliver more experiences of the
arts, culture and creativity in the daily lives of children
and young people.

This saw 189 new schools joining the Creative Schools
programmein 2021 alongside 164 schools which are
continuing their second year of the programme. A further
80 schools were also enabled to come together to form
21 new Creative Clusters.

Anew Creative Technologies project began this year with
Kinia. With our support Kinia will deliver a series of
digital creativity skills workshops and resources to staff
and volunteers in youth groups and community
organisations across Ireland. Story Seeds, a new
collaboration with Fighting Words, supports young
peoplein anumber of urban areas to re-imagine their
sense of place. 2021 also saw additional investment in
the partnership with Youth Theatre Ireland. This will
support training for new groups and the safe re-opening
of existing groups.

Junk Kouture spread the message of sustainability,
inclusion and youthful creativity and was supported
to make Waking the Muse, a documentary which
charted the journey of three young designers working
with recycled materials.

Finally, the Taoiseach opened the Creative Youth
Conference 2021 in May with contributions from
Minster Norma Foley, Minister Roderic O’ Gorman and
Minister Catherine Martin.

Most importantly, the conference heard directly from
young people - what they felt about creativity,and how
it can act as a support to them, in school, in their
community and at home. The conference was a timely
opportunity for reflection and evaluation - to give clear
focus to the core themes that will drive Creative Youth in
the future.

Read more about Creative Youth here






Yard Duets. Creative Ireland
Limerick.Image by Kirsty Lvons.
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Know Your Locality, Creative
Ireland Laois.Image by Alf Harvey




L 4 Cruinnitina nOg, Creative Ireland
Wexford. |lmage by Mark Stedman



Cruinnit na n'Og

Now in its fourth year, Cruinnitina nOg 2021 celebrates
and encourages participation by children and young
peoplein creative activities. With over 600 events to
choose from this year, there really was something for
everyone. With a strong emphasis on participation,
there were |ots of starter workshops specially designed
tosparkaninte

This year Creative Ireland again supported Cruinniti na
nOg strategic partners to deliver a strong programme of
national events to ‘kickstart’ creative activity around the
country. These national programmes were initiated by
the Nenagh Children’s Film Festival, Royal Irish Academy
of Music, Dance Ireland, Brian Fleming and the Glor Arts
Centre, Airc Damsha, Garageland and Airfield Estate and
created a strong foundation of activities, workshops and
creative challenges that provided children and young
people with an opportunity to express themselves.

Most of the events were led by the Culture and
Creativity Teams across the 31 local authorities, with
huge support from RTE and TG4.






The Artist's Story

Through its partnership with local authorities, the
Creative Ireland Programme supported over 4,800
individuals in local creative sectors nationwide
during 2021

Support from Creative Ireland has been instrumental in
enabling me to engage with new communities and
audiences, and develop my traditional song practice,
particularly while living with Covid restrictions. A
Creative lreland bursary via Wexford County Council
enabled my partner and | to undertake a participatory
traditional song project which resulted in a video
featuring 14 traditional singers each singing excerpts of
the song ‘The Streams of Bunclody’'!

During lockdown, Cruinnit na nOg programmes in a
number of counties supported me in the creation of ten
online traditional song workshops - this meant that [
was able to document and consolidate my traditional
song education practice from the past fifteen years.

These videos have reached thousands of children and
families and have been used in hundreds of Primary
Schools. I'm also delighted to work as a Creative
Associate as part of the Creative Schools initiative
which aims to put the arts and creativity at the heart of
children’s and young people’s lives. Aileen Lambert
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