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An Introduction 
to the Report

I am delighted to see that 2021 brought more 
opportunities for communities nationwide to unlock 
their creative potential. I was pleased, through support 
from my government colleague Minister Michael 
McGrath, 
to significantly increase my department’s funding to 
Creative Ireland. And great things have followed this 
investment during 2021.

In the first initiative of its kind in Europe, Minister 
Eamon Ryan and I launched Creative Climate Action. This 
initiative is supporting fifteen community-based creative, 
cultural and artistic projects that build awareness around 
climate change and, importantly, empowers citizens to 
make meaningful behavioural changes.

I was particularly pleased that the increased funding 
possible from my department, alongside funding from 
my colleague Minister Darragh O’Brien, enabled our key 
delivery partners in the 31 local authorities to deliver 
over 850 Creative Community initiatives. The valuable 
work of their Creative Ireland Coordinators and the

 

31 Culture and Creativity Teams saw more than 600 
additional creative projects for children and young
people delivered through our flagship national day of 
free creativity, Cruinniú na nÓg. In what was another 
challenging and tragic year for so many, I welcomed the 
opportunity to launch another important and timely 
collaboration with the Irish Hospice Foundation to 
support bereavement and memoriali sation in 
community settings nationwide.

Taoiseach Micheál Martin very graciously opened the 
National Creative Youth Conference in Dublin Castle 
while Minister Norma Foley, Minister Roderic O’Gorman 
and I chart a future for Creative Youth.

The Creative Ireland Programme continues to reinforce 
this government’s belief in the value of arts, culture and 
creativity to individual, community and societal health
and wellbeing. I commend my cabinet colleagues for 
their commitment to and support for this endeavour, 
and I invite you all to join us on this journey.

Catherine Martin TD
Minister for Tourism, Culture, 
Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media



Minister Catherine Martin TD and Mathew Hurrel O'Connor 
Cruinniú na nÓg launch 2022, Image by Mark Stedman



5,475
estimated individuals involved 
in the creative sector received 
funding through the Creative 
Ireland Programme

348
schools reached by Creative 
Youth initiatives

4,372
teachers reached by Creative 
Youth CPD initiatives

A Year in Statistics

>€1,100,000
invested in 224 creative 
heritage projects

>€1,350,000
invested in creative health 
and wellbeing projects

>€2,000,000
provided for Creative 
Climate Action projects

€6,600,000
was provided to the 31 local 
authorities to deliver nearly 1,500 
community-led creative projects 
including 637 Cruinniú na 
nÓg projects



Dublin City Diversity Project. Creative 
Ireland, Dublin City. Image by Tessy Ehiguese



John Shortall, County Librarian, County Carlow



Creative Communities continued to work collaboratively
deploying creativity as a strategy for wellbeing, social 
cohesion, and economic success. Significant investment 
during 2021 in local communities, through partnership 
with local authorities, delivered across key policy areas 
such as climate action, enterprise, tourism, youth, urban, 
rural and community development, and community 
health and wellbeing.

The continuing innovation and value of this agile 
national-local Creative Communities partnership has 
been further evidenced during 2021. Alongside core 
programming, local authorities also mobilised creative 
initiatives 
to support older people during COVID-19 as well as 
enabling local communities engage with the need for 
climate action.

Examples of Creative Community Projects: 
The Borris Lace by Post project focused on rediscovering 
the lacemaking tradition of South Carlow. Isolati ng older 
people from the foothills of the Blackstairs Mountains 
participated in this unique six month project that 
culminated in an exhibition in the Laundry Room 
of Borris Castle in December.

In Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown author Debbie Thomas 
led a series of writing workshops for young people 
to explore prejudice in a fun, creative way, in order 
to build acceptance, find common ground and 
celebrate di fference.

The First Draft Festival in Leitrim gave aspiring 
playwrights a chance to workshop their completed 
first draft with professional theatre companies, and 
enter a live competition to have their completed 
script produced at the Glens Centre.

2021 Creative 
Communities
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Yarns, Creative Ireland Donegal. 
Image by Charlie Joe Doherty



Cruthaím 33: Cruthaíodh feachtas chun Gaeilgeoir óg as 
gach contae in Éirinn chomh maith le duine amháin ón 
diaspóra Éireannach a aimsiú. B'ábhar iontais dúinn an 
talann agus an éagsúlacht scileanna atá ag óige na tíre 
agus is údar misnigh é an chéad ghlúin eile de 
chruthaitheoirí a fheiceáil. Bhí ríméad orainn gur éirigh 
linn iad os comhair lucht féachana Cúla4/TG4.

TicToc Dráma (Na Debs):  Sraithdrámaíochta a 
cruthaíodh mar thoradhar cheardlann a rinneadh le 
déagóirí. Ba phróiseas thar a bheith tairbheach a bhí ann 
mar gheall ar an méid a d'fhoghlaim muid faoin bpróiseas 
agus toisc gur aimsigh muid talann nua. Is cinnte nach 
mbeadh na nithe seo bainte amach gan tacaíocht ó Éire 
Ildánach.

Tionscadail Curtha 
ar Fáil i nGaeilge
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Creative Ireland, Cork,
 Image by Anna Groniecka



Youth Theatre Ireland participant



-the safe re opening 
of existing groups. 

Junk Kouture spread the message of sustainability,
 inclusion and youthful creativity and was supported
 to make Waking the Muse, a documentary which
 charted the journey of three young designers working 
with recycled materials.

Finally, the Taoiseach opened the Creative Youth 
Conference 2021 in May with contributions from 
Minster Norma Foley, Minister Roderic O’ Gorman and 
Minister Catherine Martin. 

 dna spuorg wen rof gniniart troppus
 lliw sihT .dnalerI ertaehT htuoY htiw pihsrentrap eht

 ni tnemtsevni lanoitidda was osla 1202 .ecalp fo esnes
 rieht enigami-er ot saera nabru fo rebmun a ni elpoep

 gnuoy stroppus ,sdroW gnithgiF htiw noitaroballoc
 wen a ,sdeeS yrotS .dnalerI ssorca snoitasinagro
 ytinummoc dna spuorg htuoy ni sreetnulov dna

 ffats ot secruoser dna spohskrow slliks ytivitaerc latigid
 fo seires a reviled lliw ainiK troppus ruo htiW .ainiK

 htiw raey siht nageb tcejorp seigolonhceT evitaerC wen A

.sretsulC evitaerC wen 12
 mrof ot rehtegot emoc ot delbane osla erew sloohcs 08

 rehtruf A .emmargorp eht fo raey dnoces rieht gniunitnoc
 era hcihw sloohcs 461 edisgnola 1202 ni emmargorp

 sloohcS evitaerC eht gninioj sloohcs wen 981 was sihT

.elpoep gnuoy dna
 nerdlihc fo sevil yliad eht ni ytivitaerc dna erutluc ,stra
 eht fo secneirepxe erom reviled ot detaroballoc rotces

 yratnulov dna ytinummoc eht ssorca snoitasinagro
 dna seicnega ,stnemtraped tnemnrevog ,emmargorP

 dnalerI evitaerC eht hguorhT .htuoY evitaerC
 rof raey tnacifingis dna tnatropmi yrev a saw 12022021 was a very important and significant year for 

Creative Youth. Through the Creative Ireland 
Programme, government departments, agencies and 
organisations across the community and voluntary 
sector collaborated to deliver more experiences of the 
arts, culture and creativity in the daily lives of children 
and young people.

This saw 189 new schools joining the Creative Schools 
programme in 2021 alongside 164 schools which are 
continuing their second year of the programme. A further 
80 schools were also enabled to come together to form 
21 new Creative Clusters.

A new Creative Technologies project began this year with 
Kinia. With our support Kinia will deliver a series of 
digital creativity skills workshops and resources to staff 
and volunteers in youth groups and community 
organisations across Ireland. Story Seeds, a new 
collaboration with Fighting Words, supports young 
people in a number of urban areas to re-imagine their 
sense of place. 2021 also saw additional investment in 
the partnership with Youth Theatre Ireland. This will 
support training for new groups  and the safe re-opening 
of existing groups. 

Junk Kouture spread the message of sustainability,
 inclusion and youthful creativity and was supported
 to make Waking the Muse, a documentary which
 charted the journey of three young designers working 
with recycled materials.

Finally, the Taoiseach opened the Creative Youth 
Conference 2021 in May with contributions from 
Minster Norma Foley, Minister Roderic O’ Gorman and 
Minister Catherine Martin. 

Most importantly, the conference heard directly from 
young people – what they felt about creativity, and how 
it can act as a support to them, in school, in their 
community and at home. The conference was a timely 
opportunity for reflection and evaluation – to give clear 
focus to the core themes that will drive Creative Youth in 
the future.

Read more about Creative Youth here

Creative Youth
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Yard Duets. Creative Ireland 
Limerick. Image by Kirsty Lyons



Margaret, Doorstep Dances, Carlow.



Creative Ireland continued to support arts, culture and 
creative interventions in community settings and in 
healthcare facilities to improve people’s health and 
wellbeing. The Programme funded initiatives that 
supported some of the most vulnerable members of our 
society during COVID-19.

Initiatives in the community, in hospitals, and in nursing 
homes supported positive ageing and creative wellbeing 
for older people. Highlights included live music brought 
to residential healthcare settings. Creative projects such 
as dance, theatre and lacemaking were delivered directly 
into the homes of cocooning older people, and new 
creative projects for socially-distancing children with 
long term medical needs were supported by Creative 
Ireland. 

Funding was also awarded to the Irish Hospice 
Foundation to support the creative exploration of dying, 
death and bereavement in communities through 26 
seed grants, seven Compassionate Culture Network 
programmes and the publication of a book of poetry.

In November the Irish Longitudinal Study on Ageing 
(TILDA) at Trinity College Dublin and Creative Ireland 
launched Creative Activity in an Ageing Population. This 
important research investigated how creative activity 
impacts on the lives of older people. It found that older 
adults who participated in creative activities enjoyed 
a higher quality of life and were less likely to be lonely, 
depressed and stressed than their contemporaries 
who do not.

Read the TILDA report here

Health and Wellbeing
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Rising, Creative Ireland Dublin 
City. Image by Algorithm



Gary Keegan, Brokentalkers - Rising



In July 2021, Minister Catherine Martin and Minister 
Eamon Ryan launched 15 creative projects that will 
deliver changes in behaviour that are urgently required 
to secure a sustainable future for the planet.

The Creative Climate Action initiative reaches across 
government and links national environmental policy with 
cultural policy. It is the first project of its kind in both 
Ireland and Europe.

The €2 million fund includes light installations that 
will indicate coastlines under threat from rising sea 
levels, pollinator walking routes in Dublin’s north 
inner city, renewable energy-generating artworks in 
Ballina, workshops for the people of Westmeath about 
the lost art of repair, and city wide decarbonisation 
projects in Limerick.

When does knowledge become wisdom?
How do we rescue the time bit?
Now to treasure the climate
Up close, far away 
To walk the Bohemian Way

John Cummins– The Bohemian Way

Lead by the iconic Dublin football club, the Bohemian 
Way is a creative collaboration with local artists, poets, 
historians, videographers and musicians that aims 
to inspire Dubliners to engage with the fight against 
climate change.

Read more about the Bohemian Way here

Creative Climate Action
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Cruinniú na nÓg, Creative Ireland 
Wexford. Image by Mark Stedman



Now in its fourth year, Cruinniú na nÓg 2021 celebrates 
and encourages participation by children and young 
people in creative activities. With over 600 events to 
choose from this year, there really was something for 
everyone. With a strong emphasis on participation, 
there were lots of starter workshops specially designed
to spark an inte

ear Creative Ireland again supported Cruinniú na 
nÓg strategic partners to deliver a strong programme of 
national events to ‘kickstart’ creative activity around the 
country. These national programmes were initiated by 
the Nenagh Children’s Film Festival, Royal Irish Academy 
of Music, Dance Ireland, Brian Fleming and the Glór Arts 
Centre, Airc Damsha, Garageland and Airfield Estate and 
created a strong foundation of activities, workshops and 
creative challenges that provided children and young 
people with an opportunity to express themselves.

Most of the events were led by the Culture and 
Creativity Teams across the 31 local authorities, with 
huge support from RTÉ and TG4.

Cruinniú na n'Óg
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Momentum 2021, Creative Ireland  
Fingal. Image by Damien B Donnelly



Through its partnership with local authorities, the 
Creative Ireland Programme supported over 4,800 
individuals in local creative sectors nationwide 
during 2021

Support from Creative Ireland has been instrumental in 
enabling me to engage with new communities and 
audiences, and develop my traditional song practice, 
particularly while living with Covid restrictions. A 
Creative Ireland bursary via Wexford County Council 
enabled my partner and I to undertake a participatory 
traditional song project which resulted in a video 
featuring 14 traditional singers each singing excerpts of 
the song ‘The Streams of Bunclody’. 

During lockdown, Cruinniú na nÓg programmes in a 
number of counties supported me in the creation of ten

 

online traditional song workshops – this meant that I 
was able to document and consolidate my traditional 
song education practice from the past fifteen years.

These videos have reached thousands of children and 
families and have been used in hundreds of Primary 
Schools. I’m also delighted to work as a Creative
 Associate as part of the Creative Schools initiative 
which aims to put the arts and creativity at the heart of 
children’s and young people’s lives. Aileen Lambert

The Artist's Story
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To find out more about the Creative Ireland Programme please go to 
www.creativeireland.gov.ie

Follow us on social media

Thank you...


